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Bylaws Rev K : 15 June 2013

ARTICLE 1 : NAME AND EMBLEM

Section 1 (a)

The name of the association is: Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association.

a. Principle office of the Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association will be located at the following
address: 1019 Highland, Liberty, MO 64068 USA

b. Change of Address. The designation of the county or state of Combat Veterans Motorcycle
Association principal office may change by amendment of these bylaws. The board of Officers
may change the principal office from one location to another within the named country by noting
the changed address and effective date below, and such changes shall not be deemed minor, and
require an amendment.of these bylaws.

1. New Address: Barrister Services, Inc.
ATTN: Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association

Liberty,

. June 15, 2013

c. Other O gGiati offices at such other
i i business, as its

ime to time,

Section 1 (b)
IRS Section 50 ] S rganiged exclusively for

charitable, relig ¥ g . i on 50§(c)(19) of the
Internal Revenue d f ganizations that
qualify as exempt 8 de. The BOD has the

authority to change ti% or MO state tax
laws.

Section 2

The emblem / logo used by the Combat Veterans ty of the
CVMA. The CVMA patch and logo cannot be rept The emblem of
the Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association is in th ] as by the following
colors. The incorporated colors are: Red, representing the blo0W 3 Qaget the battlefield. The

C lack, representing
the heavy hearts possessed for those who gave their lives and for those that are dered missing in
action or prisoners of war. The Skull and ace of spade represents the death that war leaves in its wake.
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ARTICLE 2 : OBJECTIVES

General: Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association Protocol.

The Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association is formed for the betterment of communication and
camaraderie between other Motorcycle Associations, Veterans Organizations, and or Motorcycle Groups.

Section 1
To promote interest in various forms of motorcycle activity associated with Veterans.

Section 2
To create and maintain camaraderie among Combat Veterans from all U.S. Branches of Service and its
allies.

Section 3
To support Veteran Organizations.

Section 4
To raise awarenes

and their families.

Section 5
To conduct Ass(
Veterans Motox

g the membersl@f the Combat
xili S.

Section 6
To encourage a
public, press, a

ong members of the

Section 7
Benevolent fund fo
own prior to applying I8
given back. Chapters with a mer
be set aside for the benevolent fund.

raise money on their
ot be required to be
5. $3 out of nembers dues will
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ARTICLE 3 : MEMBERSHIP

Definitions:

The term "Good Standing" shall be defined as any person who has fulfilled the requirements for
membership in the Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association, who is not currently under disciplinary
review or probationary status for disciplinary reasons, who has paid the necessary dues and conformed to
the requirements as set forth in these bylaws.

Section 1
Full Member:

a. Of good character.

b. Who is a Veteran of a Foreign War, "Combat".

c. The ONLY Acceptable proof for membership to the Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association is
a copy of one's DD'214 or ERB which must be surrendered to the BOD for verification.

d. Annual dues ofi$20 will be assessed effective March 1, 2010 for all Full Members (Combat
Veterans) and'$10 for Support Mengbers (non-combat veterans). Dues for CVMA members
deployed infagwvar zone will be wg Dues for all members must be recgived by June 30th of
each year s for all new meg ing beiween January 1st and Jun@ 30th will be
considerg aidein full fo the Slilsentducs year and the f@llowing dues year.
Dues fog (Ders,jod t ber 31st will b for the current dues
year on

e. Musto

f.  Should d 0 f ind their resignation
with no 19) ofc 0 re-apply for
membe’ : , pval 3

g. Active ) v ccome qly, disablfed or otherwise
unable to °ir patch and be retigl as members in
good stand ieal documentafbn and a minimum of
one year as a

h. Life members, 11 18 g : iscretion, rémain members in
good standing with full vot vileges

i. Life membership requirements: 3 years a - e 1Mgood standing
for all three years and minimum participa year is
required. One of which must be a Nationa P3200. If a life

Section 2 (a)

member quits for any reason or the member for any reason, no

refunds will be made.

Auxiliary Members:

o°

Must be of good character.

All Auxiliary members must be a spouse, widow or widower of a full member who is in good
standing with the CVMA.

Must support the efforts of ALL branches of the United States of Americas Armed Forces and the
Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association.

Will have no vote in CVMA business.

Cannot hold a position on the BOD.

$10.00 annual dues will be assessed by the CVMA Auxiliary Unit.
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Section 2 (b)
Support members:

a. Must be of good character.

b. Must own and operate a motorcycle of 500cc or greater.

¢. Maximum number of support members will not exceed 10% of total CVMA full Combat
membership.

d. Support members must be a veteran of the United States Armed Forces.

e. Support members will read and abide by all CVMA by-laws applicable to them. Sections

excluded:
a. Section 6 and subsection 2.
b. Section 3.

c. Elections.
d. Duties of Officers.

f.  Support members_are required to submit their application with proof of military service through a
full member ofgthe CVMA who has held a membership for not less than one year. Support
members arefequired to have eitheglsidden a minimum of 3,000 miles With their sponsor,
attended thgee CVMA events or n by their sponsor for a minimuth of 6 months. A full
member s ting an applicat pportgmember should verify thé§ meet the above
criteria. ¢ pport memn hed pepyear by an individ@ial CVMA member.
Support illbe 2 D yer to 10 full méhbers based on state.

g. Will ha

h. Canno o/

i. $10.00 { bd.

j-  Suppo A afch on the front of their
vest or ® § can\also wear the 10
inch sup

Section 3
By applying for me jation, are giving the

Combat Veterans Motorcye ht to verifyiany membership

application and DD 214 records.

Section 4
Each member should attend a minimum of at least
Motorcycle Association per year. This can also be a
obtained by the state representative from the governing body 8

Veterans
Fior approval is
Association.

Section 5
All members MUST conduct themselves in a manner that is not an embarrassment to themselves, the
Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association, or the United States of America.

Section 6

All members must possess a valid motorcycle driver?s license endorsed by their state as well as proof of
insurance for their motorcycle.

Section 7

a. Inthe event of misconduct by any member, under the by-laws of the Combat Veterans
Motorcycle Association, the Board of Directors possesses the right to revoke that member's
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membership. Misconduct is defined as failure to abide by the by-laws of the Combat Veterans
Motorcycle Association and any organization that the Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association
supports.

b. Bringing dishonor upon the Combat Veterans Association in action, word(s), or deeds. Always
remember WE ARE NOT, NOR DO WE CLAIM TO BE, A MOTORCYCLE CLUB! WE DO
NOT HAVE COLORS! We do not prospect. We do have membership fees.

Section 8

Any full member who is still a member of the Armed Forces of the USA who attends the previous year’s
Nationals, but cannot, because of Military deployment to a combat zone, attend the current year national
meeting will be given credit for the National and will be authorized a rocker for the National patch that
will read, for example, DEPLOYED 20XX.

~
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ARTICLE 4 : MEMBERSHIP DUES

Section 1

Membership dues shall be at such rate, schedule or formula as may from time to time be prescribed by the
governing body of the association and approved by the general membership.

Section 2
The governing body of the association shall determine deadlines for payment of renewal membership
dues.

Section 3
New members purchasing patches of the Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association will be done so at cost
plus shipping and handling.

Section 4
Charter members will
are an original starte

ot be required to pay annual dues and may wear the 45'patch designating that they
ember, or support ber, of the Combat Veterans Motdrcycle Association.

Section 5
Chapters can col
continue to go s

. All national dues
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ARTICLE 5 : ELECTIONS

Section 1

All nominees for any office must be active and in good standing in the association with a minimum of one
(1) full year CVMA membership. All nominees for the National BOD must be a member in good
standing and have held a Chapter, State or Regional leadership position for a period of one (1) year.
Retired members cannot hold a CVMA officer position. Chapter officers in newly formed chapters are
excluded from the one year requirement.

Section 2
All elected and or appointed officers and Board of Directors must remain active members in good
standing for the duration of the term while in office.

Section 3
All officers are to be nominated and elected at the CVMA National and willhassume office within 60 days
of the election and holdfthat office for 36 months or until their successors are duly qualified. Consecutive
terms are permitted.

Section 4
Nominations and
in the event of a

A national. The Btesident will vote only

Section 5
Members nomi standing with the
CVMA foram
P
Section 6 \
BOD members w \ ing order, President @§ccretary, VP /

n the BOD has the
MA members

Treasurer, SGT at /A 0 DI any re
authority to replace the he a al by t

and nominations for the new1y

Section 7
Should an elected officer resign from office for a
until the next CVMA National.

ent to serve

Section 8
Candidates for office MUST declare their intentions a minimum of 90 T2
election date unless the election is to fill a vacated position due to a previous election.

e designated

Section 9

No member may serve more than two (2) full terms, or a total of eight (8) years, in any one position on
the National Board of Directors. This does not preclude a change in position, i.e., N-Sec to NSAA, N-VP
to N-Pres, etc. (rev. 6-15-13)
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ARTICLE 6 : DUTIES OF OFFICERS

Section 1

The President will preside over all meetings of the association; serve as Chairman of the Board of
Directors, act as executive officer member of all committees, issue the call for regular and special Board
of Directors meetings, schedule regular elections, and be sure they are held IAW this constitution, and
carry out the directives of the Board of Directors. Treasurer and Secretary positions are both accountable
to the CVMA BOD the CVMA BOD is allowed to temporarily fill these positions as required.

Section 2
The Vice-President will perform all duties of the President in his absence.

Section 3

The Secretary shall keep minutes of the NBOD and general membership.meetings. The Secretary shall
provide copies of minutesto NBOD members and State representatives within sixty days of meeting. The
Secretary will assume all duties assigned to office by the NBOD. \

Section 4
The Treasurer wi Ncol iation, @aintain the accounting

books, make pay; [ i ed by the board @ Directors, sign all
associations ch Wil S of the associations
financial status

Section 5
The Public Rel4 ; g ch meeting and all
association fund le Associations
publicity, in con include: Historian,
club file, picturesy ents and the associdlfons web site.
Section 6
Sgt. of Arms has and will maTe i k membersi D cards before
each meeting will start.

Section 7
The Board of Directors constitutes the Executive BS iation, il for the execution,
through its officers of the authorized policies, by majd * i office of the Board
of Directors and submits to the associations meetings and reco the policies of the

association which have been previously approved.

Section 8
Regional Representatives:

a) Will be elected by the members of their region.

b) Required prior service as a Chapter Officer or State Representative.

¢) Will serve a term of three years, and can be re-elected.

d) Will not hold another Officer position in the CVMA.

e) Serves as member of the Bylaws Committee.

f) Mediates disputes between States and/or Chapters.

g) Compiles and verifies chapter population and delegate information for all chapters in Region.
h) Regional representatives primary duty will be to enforce the CVMA bylaws.
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i) Regions:

1. Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi, South Carolina, Florida.

2. Kentucky, North Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia.

3. Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont.

4. Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, Wisconsin.

5. Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, Texas.

6. lowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska.

7. Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota, Wyoming.

8. Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, Utah.

9. California, Hawaii, Nevada.

10. Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, Washington.

Section 9
State Representatives:

their respective state.
anding with a minimum of two (2) full years CVMA

ander(s).

Section 10
State and Regiona

Section 11
National BOD members may not hoY
Chapter Officer while serving on the National BQ

epresentative or

Section 12
The National BOD is responsible for implementing 0¥
National BOD is responsible for day-to-day operations of the 3
necessary to maintain the association's viability and order. At the BOS
responsibility of implementing policy operations to the State Representatives and Regional/Area Reps
when necessary.

association. The
ake decisions as
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ARTICLE 7 : MEETINGS
Section 1
A quorum of conducting business shall be those present at any given meeting.

Section 2

Special membership meetings and special Board of Directors meetings can be called by the President or
two active members.

Section 3

Roberts Rule of Order will be applied during meetings to affect parliamentary procedures, unless
otherwise amended and provided for in the bylaws. President will appoint a member of the NBOD to
serve additional duty as parliamentarian.

Section 4

affected region will
10d in accordance

b. Inthee C tion and the next

region j
c. When 4 rotation list.
Section 5

The NBOD shal
days prior to the
State Reps, Regiond
be scheduled during tht

er than thirty 30
apter Commanders,
meeting that may
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ARTICLE 8 : DELEGATIONS

Delegations will be appointed by the President, but are subject to the approval of the Board of Directors,
to represent the association at any convention, meeting, rally, or other assembly that may be deemed
necessary, and all delegations are authorized to exercise only those powers specifically vested in them by

the Board of Directors.
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ARTICLE 9 : AMENDMENTS

Section 1

Amendments, when ratified by three fourths of the delegates present at a CVMA National meeting, take
effect immediately.

Section 2: Bylaws Amendment procedure:
a. When any chapter or member at large desires to seek a national vote to change the bylaws of this
association, they must complete the “BYLAW CHANGE PROPOSAL” and submit through the
State Rep to the Bylaws Committee. Bylaw change proposal form located in ANNEX B “Bylaws
Forms”
b. Timeline for Amendment Procedure:
c. July 1 thru October 31:
1. All proposals must be submitted using the bylaws change proposal form.
Full Members submit their bylaws change proposals to their local chapter for discussion
and reyiew. Members-at-Large (those in states without chapters) will submit individual

d.
e.
f.
a#ws Committee submifion to the rest of the
heduled nafi@nal meeting agenda.
ter commanders.
g.

1.

determination of membership suf

2. State Reps will circulate the prop

3. Chapters will report the results o

4. State reps will translate the results d
membership in the chapters.

5. State reps will indicate to the national secretary w
to the national meeting.

Section 3: Bylaws Committee
a. Members of the Bylaws Committee consists of the Regional Representatives and five (5) Full
members appointed by the National President.
b. Responsibilities:
1. Receive, review, correct, clarify, and consolidate bylaw change proposals.
a. Shall arrange proposals in order according to Article, Section, Subsection.
b. Shall check proposals for conflicts with CVMA principles, language, grammar,
alignment with the proper By-Law article/section/subsection, and redundancy.
c.  When necessary, discuss with the proposal’s Point-of-Contact such areas needing
clarity, intent, consolidation with other proposals, etc.
d. When more than 20 proposals qualify to form, reduce the number to the 20 most
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g.

supported or useful proposals.

Provide such comments as the Committee believes useful for the membership.
Such comments shall be attached to the proposal as “Bylaws Committee
Comments” and can be in support, recommending disapproval or no comment
and a reason for the position taken.

All proposals denied, postponed, consolidated or changed will require such
decision to be communicated to the Point-of-Contact for the proposal.

Submit the 20 or fewer qualifying proposals to the National Secretary for
inclusion in the Agenda for the next National Meeting.

2. Grammatical, term, redundancy, and clarification revisions to the Bylaws.

c. Proposals for amendments to bylaws may be submitted to the general membership meeting for
consideration for a maximum of two consecutive year. If the proposal is denied for two
consecutive National meetings, it shall not be placed on the agenda again unless one of the
following criteria is met:

1. A two yeartime limit has elapsed.
2. The National BOD approves the item for placement on the agenda.

Section 4 Delegat
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ARTICLE 10 : STATE CHAPTERS
Section 1
State chapters require a minimum of 15 members.

Section 2

Initial State chapters are based on when they were recognized; KY being chapter one, MA chapter two,
etc. Subsequent chapters within the same state shall be numbered in accordance to their initial recognition
as a full chapter within that state. Example Kentucky Chapter is KY Chapter 1-1; the next full chapter
will be KY Chapter 1-2.

Section 3
Chapters should not be located closer than a 1-hour ride from a previously established Chapter within the
same state unless approved by the State Rep and/or National BOD.

Section 4 &
The Chapter membeys will elect all Chapte
Commander.

Mfficers. The State Representative wiould be over the Chapter

Section 5
Chapter Comma
recognition datg

"rank" regardlg8s of chapter

Section 6

a) The Det3 (S . :
b) . S D : :
c) %m’.f}
d) Detachments 8 hap 2 ; es. (see Article 10
sections 1-5).
Section 7

and checking
ach chapter or sub
Arly report to their

; t to the National
Treasurer. The report is due following close of the business year and not¥® Feb. Report needs
to include an itemized list of any donations made to eligible groups (example Veterans homes) and any
monies raised from chapter sponsored events and all donations received from sources outside CVMA. A
detailed of expenses for chapter operation are to be included as well.

Every chapter at a minimum needs to be incorpora

Section 8

The BOD has is the final authority in disbanding a chapter or dismissing a chapter member. The BOD has
the authority to assemble an investigative committee to investigate any incidents involving either a
chapter or chapter member.
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ANNEX A (see reference in Article 7, Section 4)

2013 - Region 7, South Dakota
2014 - Region 3, Gettysburg PA
2015 - Region 6

2016 - Region 4

2017 - Region 9

2018 - Region 5

2019 - Region 10

2020 - Region 1

2021 — Region 8

2022 — Region 2
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ANNEX B (see reference in Article 9 Section 2

COMBAT VETERANS MOTORCYCLE ASSOCIATION
BYLAW CHANGE PROPOSAL FORM INSTRUCTIONS

When any chapter or member at large desires to seek a national vote to change the bylaws of this
association, they must complete the “BYLAW CHANGE PROPOSAL FORM?” and submit through the
State Rep to the Bylaws Committee.

The proposal shall include the following:

1.

10.

11.

12.

Name and number of State, and proponent name and number proposing the change.

The point-of-contact person who will address questions concerning,proposal.

o be deletediliall be shown by
means of str s+ be sho derlined, e.g.
motorcycle mak®8

Print a clear and simple reason/justificatig
considered by the national membership fq
explain.

a
dis ( [l and approved by

State Rep will sign off that proposal has been presented, discussed and meets the criteria to
submit to the Bylaws Committee.

Chapter Commander will sign off that proposalT
the Chapter submitting.

The Bylaws Committee will communicate with the point-of-contact if clarification is necessary
on the change or intent of the change. They may choose to consolidate different proposals,
postpone or reject a proposal but they must record their action and in a report to the NBOD and
the membership at the following national meeting, indicate how many proposals were considered,
consolidated, postponed and/or rejected. If a proposal is rejected or returned to the proponent, an
explanation of committee action will accompany the response.

The CVMA National Secretary will document the vote tally, if proposal is approved or fails, and date of

vote.
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COMBAT VETERANS MOTORCYCLE ASSOCIATION

BYLAW CHANGE PROPOSAL
Submitter (Name of Full Member, Chapter #) : Contact Person:

Email Address: Contact Telephone #
Change the bylaws does the following: Indicate Article(s), Sections and Subsections:
|:| Amend Add |:| Delete Article Section Subsection

Changes shown here See attached

Justification for chan

Chapter Endorsement: i € e & position

Chapter #

State Rep. Name & Signature:

BYLAWS COMMITTEE ACTION: FORWARD ____ TABLE ___ RETURN___

MEMBERSHIP ACTION: APPROVE: DISAPPROVE:
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Ghostrider
National Secretary
CVMA

~
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